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Educati on Daybf6s theme this year was 0Mo
glove. Once a year court reporters travel in a direction where we eventually converge
together at a single | ocation to discus:
exchange ideas, attend workshops, network, catch up with friends and colleagues, honor
those who go above and beyond to serve fellow reporters, and we leave reinvigorated ak
what it is we do and the value we bring to the legal system and theingaiied

;eOninfukity. s 0s Gui de

We had a terrific lingp of speakers with a variety of interesting topics. Our keynote
speaker, L. Steve Emmert, Esqg.08s presen:
for court reporters in the Commonwealth of Virginia, a subject of great interest to and a
potential consequence on our practice as we know it.

o pe B@)éd@r@v§§ q:o(gfﬁrence is an annual meeting whereby a group of attorneys, both
plaintiffs and defense who practice in varying fields, judges, and Supreme Court Justices
lcgmeuagethep dhite@,y@ar to present reports on topics that have been suggested and
studied by steering committees. At the conference topics are voted on by majority, 51 to
49. They operate by consensus, so they have to have at least 70 percent of the member
voting in favor of a task.

In 2012, Mr. Emmert recommended a study of the regulation of court reporters be under-
taken. On September 16, 2013, it was unanimously (one hundred percent) recommendet
court reporting be regulated. This year, 2015, he was Chairman of-theaeyd

Conference and as such has appointed a full committee to establish regulation and to me
representations before the Supreme Court.

He brought to our attention that regulation had been attempted on two pgﬁ_";'B
occasions; one in 1988 and again in 2006. However, this time the study* .,’(
completed by the committee and the impact of that unanimous vote mears
lawyers on both sides of the aisle, judges, and Supreme Court Justices #:i_
recommend regulation of the court reporting industry in one form or fg%/7T -
ion. That speaks volumes and will carry great weight when pre-_ ¢ ) é

sented for consideration to become legislation. y v, @
NSy
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Presi dent 0s Message (

Mr. Emmert explained the rationale given for not passing regulation previously: Code of Virginia, SO€jdRebpila-
tions of professions and occupations. He received t
know I am one of the few | awyers that sl ows down whe

But to summarize, based on Subsections 1 and 4, which puts a limitation on why and what industry should be regulate
previous attempts failed because the legislature determined they could not find deregulation of court reporteskplaced
upon the public health, welfare, and safety. Also, they felt additional security was in place, based on the fact that cour
reporting services were predominantly used by a highly specialized segment of the population, attorneys, and therefor
security was in place in the system as a means to protect the public. In other words, attorneys can be trusted to hire
competent, responsi ble court reporters. I 61 1 |l eave

There will be challenges faced in trying to get certification or licensure passed, such as availability of repoztess in rural
of Sout hwest Virginia or that shortages may occur fo

argument that regulation would put a restraint on trade, which is looked upon seriously by the Court. There are argum
on both sides of the table. However, the Bangles Conference decided by their vote that the scale was tilted heavily in

one direction and that bill, when presented, will get very close attention knowing that all sides vetted the iasde carefull
concluded that regulation is the appropriate thing to do.

And in conclusion, his opinion is the bill will get before the Supreme Court later this year and they will commence inve:
tion and proceed to pass it or disapprove it. After that, if approved, changes may take up to six months.

The VCRA Certification Committee will keep the membership abreast of the progress of the bill and any legislation tha
be forthcoming.

2015 Education Day was chock full of events and the Board thanks everyone who came out and hope you were able t
away valuable information and found the day rewarding and worthwhile. It was great to be able to attend the workshor
on silent auction items, get goodies from the vendors, actually get to play a game and win a sizeable jackpot, and just
time with other reporters. We were pleasantly surprised and delighted to have eight students attend and even more e
to award two scholarships to deserving students!

The Board has decided, with your concurrence via survey, to have Education Day in 2016. In 2017, VCRA will be hav
jubilee year! We are planning a spectaculad#tyreenference to celebrate 50 years of being in existence!

Itds been a pleasure serving as VCRA President for a
OMoving Forward Together. 6

Lois Boyle, RMR
President of Virginia Court Reporters Association
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VCRA graciously thanks the following vendors, spon
donors for partici:pat.

Pengad, Inc.
CourtReporter360.com

Session Sponsors
Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen

Cook & Wiley Court Reporters
Hancock Daniel Johnson & Nagle

Zahn Court Reporting

Student Sponsor
Amicus Reporting

Break Sponsars
Anita B. Glover & Associates Gold Level

Veracious Reporting- Gold Level
Crane-Snead & Associates Ine Silver Level
Carol Naughton - Bronze Level
Cindy Knapp Reporting Services Bronze Level
Halasz Reporting & Video- Bronze Level
Biggs & Fleet Court Reporters- Bronze Level

Heads or Tails Game
Schneider & Associates

Silent Auction
Anita B. Glover & Associates
Boyle Reporting & Captioning Services
David Kazzie, Esq.
Top Cat Steno
Stenograph
Premiere Jewelry
31 Bags
Cocoa Nouveau
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Renewal Reminder

June 30, 201% our CCR and membership expiration date and it will be here before w

Dondét | et your CCR | apse; renew before
for your CCR to keep it current!

Not sure how many CEUs you have? Send me an email! Not sure if your membersh
Give me a call!' Not sure when y@art@ied term ends? Message me on Facebook!

Stay tuned and visit our websiteé. ONLI
meantime, you may pay be check or email vcraexecutivedirector@gmail.com for a Pe

Liz Phillips, Executive Director

&
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Supplies for the Legal Professional

www.pengad.com

1.800.631.6989
1.800.631.2329 Fax

sales@pengad.com

nc.

Our Most Popular Products:

e Index Tabs -
Title, Number, Letter, Blank & Custom

e Transcript Covers -
Plain & Imprinted

* Exhibit Labels -
stock and Custom Titles

e Steno Machine Paper -
Traditional & Recvcled

e Laser Printer Paper -
Plain & Pre-Printed

e Laser Printer Toners
e Mailing Supplies -
Envelopes & Labels
e Tilt Tripods & Laptop Trays
e Stationery and Business Cards
e Self Promotion Products

VCRA 2015 EDUCATION DAY SPONSOR



