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Presi dentds Message

Dear Members,

Happy New Year to All!! And what an exciting year it is going to be for the Virginia
Court Reporters Association. This year, 2017, marks our Golden Jubilee, the 50  t
Anniversary of our organization! Your board of directors has been busy planning
what we hope will be a memorable convention in historic Williamsburg, Virginia.
You wondt want to miss this grand oppor
while visiting and networking with fell
vacation resort areas.
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Located in the heart of Colonial Williamsburg and offering all the charm of southern
hospitality, The Williamsburg Lodge is the chosen venue for our event. With a
world -class restaurant and convenient access to a spa, golf, and other recreational

amenities, youdll want to bring along the f:
to offer.

The board has put together a roster of speal
Margie WakemanWells , our keynote speaker, is the i

when it comes to all things grammar and punctuation. Margie currently teaches

English courses through o6Margie Holds CIl ass,
and is managing. Sheds also the author of
many court reporters in passing their certification tests, as well as has helped them

with accurate transcript production in their careers.

The VCRA is proud to present the legendary Ed Varallo , who will instruct on how

to unleash the ORealtime Superstardé in all
contest accompl i sthimaetMCRA eNast iaomsdlx Speed Ch
outline his systematic approach to writing shorthand which is designed to require

less physical effort, produce better realtime output, and thus reduce editing/scoping

ti me. 6

We are also honored to have NativaWood , NCRAG6s current presid:i
present at our annual Town Hall Meeting, as well as inspire us with a seminar on
Motivation! What a great opportunity for us to meet and socialize with one of our
industryds top | eader s amrhangingdamersi nsi ght i nt

Additional speakers are Nancy Varallo , who will speak on reporting at
Guantanamo Bay; and Attorney Jeffrey Breit, who will inform us about litigating
the high -profile case of the BP Oil Spill. These are fascinating topics that will be
sure to provide interesting content that will engage and inform us.
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Presi dentds Message (cont od)

The VCRA board will also be revealing its new merchandising logo. As you may already know, we ran a logo
contest earlier this year to help us celebrate our 50 t Anniversary, and we have a winner! Congratulations to
Katherine Shilling for her winning submission. I personal

In closing, | want to wish you all, again, a very happy and prosperous 2017!! See you at the convention!!

Warm Regards,

Carol Naughton
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VCRA LOGO CONTEST WINNER

The Virginia Court Reporters Association would like to thank all those who sent in a submission for the VCRA Logo
Contest. We would like to congratulate KATHERINE SHILLING for her winning submission.

The board voted to keep its original logo as our official symbol as it was still the best representation for our profession
but liked the fresh, updated design that Katherine submitted and has chosen to use it as a secondary branding logo for
use on VCRA merchandise and other promotional items.

Katherine will receive free registration to our Jubilee Convention this year being held in Williamsburg on March 24 0 26,
and will also be recognized at Sunday during our Installation of Officers breakfast along with the others who submit-
ted a design.
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From the Executive Director

Greetings and Happy New Year! I hope your holidays were the
January and the Jubilee online registration has gone 0live. 56
two members registered. | was thrilled! The early bird rates are in place until January 31, so take advantage of

the discount and register now. Also, VCRA has discounted room rates with the Williamsburg Lodge, but those rates

end February 24. Grab those discounts while theydre hot!

We are very excited this year to offer a brand new Stenograph Luminex writer at the Silent Auction this year. If

youdbve been dreaming of a Luminex or just needing a writer toc
Bring your checkbook and bid on a Luminex, or one of the othe
donate an item for the auction, please do. We are always on the lookout for things for the auction table.

There will, of course, be what seems to be everyoneds favorit
your chances of winning, and the more tickets sold, the bigger the pot. VCRA has awarded scholarships to several

students and we need to replenish our scholarship fund so even more students can benefit, and our raffles and

auctions are one of the best ways we are able to do that.

It seems |i ke March is so far away, but | know that before |
there!

Reporting &
Videoconferencing

Since 1961
D, DC & Northern VA - Worldwide

KA duccedd in ther Jubitee Converntion

¢ Colonial Witliamasburg, and a
great. tearning evaerience fo' all allendees to promote

»
-

www.gorebrothers.com 800-7/34-5292
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CERTIFICATE of RECOGNITION

By virtue of the authority vested by the Constitution of Virginia in the Governor of
the Commonwealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized:

NATIONAL COURT REPORTING AND CAPTIONING WEEK

WHEREAS,; since the rise of civilization, society has relied on scribes to translate spoken word into text
in order to keep historical records; and

WHEREAS, in Ancient Egypt, scribes were elite guardians of history and culture, recording laws and
other important documents, and scribes have continued to serve as impartial historical record keepers ever
since; and

WHEREAS, scribes were present with our nation’s founding fathers as the Declaration of Independence
and Bill of Rights were drafted, and President Lincoln entrusted scribes to record the Emancipation
Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, since the advent of shorthand machines, scribes have been known as court reporters or
captioners and have played an invaluable role in courtrooms across the nation; and

WHEREAS, court reporters work with the United States Congress, diligently preserving members’
words and actions; and

WHEREAS, court reporters and captioners are responsible for the closed captioning seen scrolling across
television screens, at sporting stadiums, and in other community and educational settings, bringing
information to millions of deaf and hard-of-hearing Americans every day;

WHEREAS, court reporters and captioners dedicate themselves to impartially preserving our history;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Terence R. McAuliffe, do hereby recognize February 11-18, 2017, as

NATIONAL COURT REPORTING AND CAPTIONING WEEK in our COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA, and I call this observance to the attention of all our citizens.

Virginia Reporter
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Help us get a Google Doodle for Court Reporting & Captioning Week

January 3, 2017 by NCRA
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The NCRA New Professionals Committee is submitting a proposal to Google to get a stenographic  -related doodle during
Court Reporting & Captioning Week, and they need your help! Members are encouraged to submit their own proposal. A
template is below:

0-BG TKPWAOLG (OK Google)

On behalf of the 16,000 stenographic court reporters and captioners we represent, the National Court Reporters
Association requests a court reporting doodle while we celebrate Court Reporting & Captioning Week 2017 (Feb. 11 -18).

Court reporters and captioners are grammar geeks and tech wizards. They can write 225+ wpm with 95% accuracy in
phonetic shorthand using a keyboard with only 24 keys and a number bar. They are responsible for creating the official
transcript of a trial or deposition and ensuring communication access to people who are deaf or hard of hearing.

[Court reporters and captioners: Feel free to insert 1 -3 concise sentences here about why you personally think Google
should have a court -reporting doodle.]

A doodle would be a great way to celebrate people in a unique profession who are largely working behind the scenes but
whose work touches millions of people every day.

Court reporters and captioners can submit the proposal to  proposals@google.com
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In Memoriam

In Memory of Anita Paul Johnston

Anita Paul Johnston was an industry i
vision to making a positive, meaningf
Workshops, life coaching, and friendship. Anita will surely be missed by all.

rocourt reporters
ference in peoplecd

0Court Reporters ar e OeARritaPaullJeahmton not perfect! o
Submitted by Carol Naughton
President

Mary Thomas Burnett

Entered into eternal rest on November 13, 2016. She served as Office Manager for the court reporting firm Schneider &
Associates, Newport News, Virginia for 29 years. Mary was known not only for her ability to do a superb job as Office
Manager, but she was witty and a great storyteller. For those of us who had the honor and pleasure to know and work
with her, we fondly remember and miss her. For your dedication, commitment and service to the court reporting
profession, we thank you.
0Speak of the Angel and you may hear wings f 1t

Rest in peace.
Submitted by Lois Boyle, RMR
Immediate Past President

| had the pleasure of working with Mary Burnett for 23 years before her retirement from Schneider & Associates. She

was the glue to the company, always kept things running as smoothly as possible when, in this business, you can get a
frantic call at any minute that a court reporter is needed or that a transcript or deposition had forgotten to be ordered.

In return, Mary would call us and give us the "not such good news" that to hurry along, we were needed to cover an
assignment or that we had a transcript order, ASAP.  But she was always our biggest fan, cheering us on as the light at
the end of the tunnel of thousands of pages of transcripts and somehow they always got done. | know and believe the best
part about Mary Burnett is it wasn't always business with her, it was personal. She loved her job and the people she
encountered along the years and "her girls" as she called us that she worked with every day making us her extended
family. I miss our daily conversations and her encouragement and positive outlook on life.

Much Love and Respect to you, Mary Burnett

Dana M. Allen -Knight, Court Reporter
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VCRA Gift Shop -
SALE!!
Clear Travel Bag $8 $2 Large Tote Bag $46 $30 "
- Umbrella $15 $9 Travel Laptop Tray $8 .
" Hot/Cold Tumbler $15 Polo Shirt $25 (mens and ladies s-xxI) $7
Portfolio $16 $5 USB case$? $3 -




