
Beach, and Newport 
News.  NCRA TRAIN 
Rep., Michele Eddy, 
graciously traveled 
from Northern Virginia 
to offer her expertise 
and we are grateful to 
her for providing us 
this opportunity to   
improve our        
knowledge and learn 
how to increase our 
skill level. 

The four-hour 
session was tailored to 
cover a myriad of   
topics on both the   
beginner and inter-  
mediate levels.    
Michele helped us 
analyze the needed 
equipment and gave 
hands-on training on 
realtime setup and 
troubleshooting.  We 
learned the most     
important thing to 
know on your        
computer is how to 
find the device      

ALL ABOARD 
 
Itôs been many 

moons since I havenôt 
taken a one- or two-
week summer         
vacation.  This sum-
mer was a busy one 
work-wise, and I took 
note that summer is 
leaving and I was    
determined to squeeze 
in time for a short 
weekend getaway.   

So off to New 
York for the Labor Day 
weekend we went, a 
girlsô trip.  My daugh-
ter, granddaughter and 
I packed a few things 
and hit the road.  We 
bought the double-
decker weekend bus 
tour tickets so we 
could hop on and off at 
the different sites. It is 
the most practical way 
to travel around    
Manhattan and get to 
where you want to go.  
The bus driver would 
always say, ñAll 
Aboard,ò before    
leaving the bus stop.  
We were able to visit 

the attractions Iôve 
wanted to for some 
time now: Times 
Square, Empire State 
Building, Statue of  
Liberty, Central Park, 
Ground Zero, attend a 
Broadway show, and 
take in a bus tour of 
the city.  New York is 
truly the city that never 
sleeps.  

This summer, 
August 23, 2014, 
VCRA also heralded 
the ñAll Aboardò call to 
those invitees to join 
us for our first TRAIN 
(Taking Realtime 
Awareness Innovation 
Nationwide) workshop.  
TRAIN is a program 
initiated by NCRA to 
increase the number 
of court reporters ca-
pable of providing  
realtime.  The TRAIN 
stopped in Richmond 
where nine (9)        
disembarked to attend 
the session.  They 
traveled from Ashburn, 
Chesapeake,        
Fredericksburg,    
Roanoke, Virginia 
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Host a workshop 

in your area.   

You and your 

colleagues can 

meet at a library, 

your home, your    

office or any 

other suitable 

location that you 

choose.   

 Presidentõs Message (contõd) 
manager. She taught 
us troubleshooting 
tips, like it very    
possibly could be 
your firewalls and 
anti-virus software 
interfering with real-
timing. She covered 
basic computer     
terminology we 
should know; baud 
rate, the difference 
between hubs and 
routers, etc. 

I think we all 
appreciated learning 
that we could create 
our own local area 
network through a 
router which gives us 
the ability to output 
to attorneysô laptops 
and hearing impaired 
clientsô iPads without 
accessing the     
Internet and without 
having to worry 
about security 
breaches or being 
infected by a worm 
or virus. 

It was a great 
workshop and we 
are looking forward 
to the next one.  
Want a practical, 
cost-effective route 
to take your skills 
and knowledge to its 
height, not to      
mention a chance to 
catch up with         
reporter friends and/

or meet new         
acquaintances?  
Host a workshop in 
your area.  You and 
your colleagues can 
meet at a library, 
your home, your    
office or any other 
suitable location that 
you choose.  Our 
hope is that TRAIN 
workshops will travel 
across Virginia.  So 
fellow court           
reporters, heed the 
call of ñAll Aboard,ò 
hop on at a TRAIN 
station in your locale 
or region.  Contact 
VCRA and we will be 
more than happy to 
help you schedule a 
stop in your area.               

Lois Boyle, RMR 

VCRA President 
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TRAIN Testimonials 
        

                      So what I learned the most in TRAIN was I don't need wireless Internet access at the same 

time with a router.  I was always under that impression.                         

  I also learned that more reporters would be more apt to do realtime or without wires if their 

software companies would not strangle them with an expensive support contract per year.  I don't mind paying 

$200 or $300 a year to be able to stream out but paying $700 to $1,000 for yearly support when I never need 

to call (and that was a sentiment expressed by other reporters as well), just disturbs us.  Money is better spent 

on training or buying accessories like iPads.         

  Thanks again for putting this together!  Before I'd go out and do my own TRAIN, I'd want to 

shadow Michele, since she's up here, and pay more attention to how she presents it rather than listening to 

learn it.  ~ Donna Linton  

  

       Michelle, thanks for taking your Saturday to come share your knowledge with us so that we can, in 

turn, share the same knowledge with other reporters!   ~Heather Gunn 

  

      I was asked if, as a voicewriter, I learned anything of use from the TRAIN workshop, and, yes, I 

did.  Aside from the usual atta-boys and thanks I would offer Lois and Michelle for making the workshop and 

my attendance possible, I learned to create a local area network for the recipients of my realtime display.  This 

is a big step in keeping my -- and their -- laptop secure from Internet predators, and keeping the display in-

house, so to speak.  More importantly, every workshop-type session I attend, I come away with an apprecia-

tion for those who stand in a room of their peers and impart knowledge and experience.  So thank you, Lois 

and  Michelle, and all those who attended.  It was an enjoyable and learning experience.  ~ Don Scott 

  

      I thought it was a great sharing time.  I actually learned, finally!, the mechanics of how things work, 

and I understand it!  I'm looking forward to another one so I can then pass on the knowledge. Thanks, Lois, for   

inviting us!   ~ Gwenda Applegate 

       

      Thank you, Michelle, for your time and for spreading your knowledge.  I consider myself pretty 

tech-savvy so I'm glad I was able to learn some things I didn't know about earlier.  Hope to take this           

information and put it to good use!  ~ Rachel Cramer 

  

      Thank you to everyone who accepted VCRAõs invitation and attended our first TRAIN workshop 

and a special thank you to Michele Eddy for conducting the session! I now have a wireless router and have an-

other option to share my screen!  ~ Lois Boyle 
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The Basic Rules of Grammar 
                                                                                                                                

The preposition shows relation, 

As in the street, or at the station, 

 

Conjunctions join, in many ways, 

Sentences, words, or phrase and 

phrase. 

 

An interjection  cries out, ñHey! 

Send exclamation points my way!ò 

 

Through poetry, we learn how each 

Of these makes up the Parts of 

Speech. 

 

   

Author Unknown 

Every name is called a noun, 

As field and fountain, street and 

town. 

 

In place of noun the pronoun stands, 

As he and she can clap their hands. 

 

The adjective describes a thing, 

As magic wand and bridal  ring. 

 

The verb means action, something 

done ï 

To read, to write , to jump , to run . 

 

How things are done, the adverbs 

tell, 

As quickly , slowly, badly, well. 
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Apps to Make 

Your Smart 

Phone 

Smarter! 

Five Free Apps for Working Court 

Reporters and Students 

 

Submitted by Carol Naughton 

 

 1.  CamScanner  - 

òCamScanner Turns any Smart-

phone into a Scanner for Intelli-

gent Document Management.ó 

 A scanner for your 

smartphone is a must for any 

court reporter.  Whether itõs to 

scan the notice and appearances 

at a court proceeding or a depo-

sition, or you need an attorney-

retained exhibit (or exhibits) to 

compare quoted material in a 

transcript, CamScanner  easily 

and precisely captures the image 

with the click of your smart-

phone or tablet and converts it 

to a pdf file for later review.  

You can also share the image 

immediately via email, Dropbox, 

or the Cloud for ease of use. 

https://www.camscanner.com 

2.  1Password - ò1Password 

gives you the security you need 

in today's online world without 

slowing you down. 1Password 

makes you more productive 

while simultaneously increasing 

your security with strong, unique 

passwords for all your accounts 

and keeps all of your important 

information encrypted and se-

cure.ó 

 Passwords drive me 

crazy!!  This is a great app to 

help you create, store, and 

easily access your passwords 

from all of your devices.  

Never forget a password 

again!! You can download 

1Password now for your 

Mac, Windows, iPhone and 

iPad, or Android devices.  For 

more information, visit 

https://agilebits.com/

onepassword. 

3.  My Minutes ð (iPhone) 

òSet goals for your time with 

the personal time-tracking 

app for your iPhone.ó 

 My Minutes can 

help you maintain balance in 

your life while accomplishing 

those daily tasks.  Whether it 

be reading and responding to 

emails for 15 minutes a day, 

exercising for 20 minutes, 

and/or meditating for 30 min-

utes, My Minutes  can help 

you achieve your goals and 

effortlessly balance work and 

home life so you can spend 

more time doing whatõs im-

portant to you.  http://

www.myminutesapp.com 

4.  Allthecooks - òReal   

people making cooking more 

fun. Allthecooks  is the lead-

ing social cooking community, 

where passionate at-home-

chefs mix with casual and first 

time cooks to share recipes 

for healthier living.ó 

 No smartphone or 

tablet is complete without a 

great cooking app.  Every 

court reporter needs an easy 

go-to recipe when you have 

to get dinner on the table 

and a transcript out by to-

morrow morning.       

Allthecooks  makes it easy 

to search for a quick and 

delicious recipe that will 

make your evening go 

smoothly. http://

www.allthecooks.com 

5.  Breathe2Relax - 

òBreathe2Relax  is a port-

able stress management tool 

which provides detailed   

information on the effects of 

stress on the body and    

instructions and practice  

exercises to help users learn 

the stress management skill 

called diaphragmatic breath-

ing. Breathing exercises have 

been documented to de-

crease the bodyõs ôfight-or-

flightõ (stress) response, and 

help with mood stabilization, 

anger control, and anxiety 

management.ó 

 We all know that 

feeling we get right before a 

big test.  Breathe2Relax  

can help you manage your 

test-day jitters or any stress-

ful situation. Visit the iTunes 

App store for more         

information. 

https://www.camscanner.com
https://agilebits.com/onepassword/mac
https://agilebits.com/onepassword/windows
https://agilebits.com/onepassword/ios
https://agilebits.com/onepassword/ios
https://agilebits.com/onepassword/android
https://agilebits.com/onepassword
https://agilebits.com/onepassword
http://www.myminutesapp.com
http://www.myminutesapp.com
http://www.allthecooks.com
http://www.allthecooks.com
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After Iôve finished proofreading 

my transcript, I save it back to my 

Dropbox folder on my tablet.  I 

open that file on my computer and 

can see all the changes Iôve made 

during my proofreading.  Using 

an external monitor, I can have 

the corrected PDF file open while 

I have my CAT software open on 

my main monitor.  I can then 

make the needed corrections. 

 

There are many PDF annotating 

apps available in the Google Play 

store and the app store on iTunes.  

While iAnnotate is free in the 

Play store, itôs $9.99 on iTunes.  

Some other popular apps are EZ 

PDF Reader, Notability, Good-

Notes.  My research found posi-

tive and negative comments for 

each. 

 

Just as there are options for the 

app you choose, there are options 

for moving files among devices.  

Users of Apple products may pre-

fer to use the Apple cloud-based 

system.  Google has Google 

Drive.  Windows has Box.   When 

using these cloud-based systems, if 

you find yourself suddenly with free 

time and NO TRANSCRIPT with 

you to start proofreading, you can 

easily access your file and make the 

most of that free time. 

 

Many attorneys arenôt even request-

ing a hard copy of their transcripts.  

Using this system, Iôve almost 

stopped printing transcripts com-

pletely which saves an incredible 

amount of paper é and trees é not 

to mention toner, wear and tear on 

my printer AND, most importantly, 

saves A TON OF MONEY! 

 

 Do your homework.  Know your 

device.  Then develop a system that 

works for you. 

 

Thanks, Juanita Schar, RMR, CRR, 

for this incredibly wonderful tip! 

 

 

 

Submitted by Robin Delloro 

 

Several years ago I was waiting to 

enter a locked courtroom.  I no-

ticed another court reporter proof-

reading on her iPad.  I approached 

her to ask about how that worked 

for her.  She informed me she was 

using an app called iAnnotate.  I 

came home and loaded the app on 

my tablet and began to use it.  Af-

ter learning how the app worked 

and working out the kinks in my 

system, I quickly realized what a 

money saver this app was going to 

be. 

 

My first step towards proofreading 

a transcript is to save the transcript 

as a PDF file into my Dropbox 

folder.  This folder is synced to my 

computer as well as my tablet.  I 

then open up the PDF file on my 

tablet using iAnnotate.  While in 

iAnnotate, Iôm able to scribble on 

the transcript page itself.  I can 

also add more detailed messages 

using little cartoon dialogue bub-

bles.  Iôm able to highlight words 

to remind me to check the spelling 

later. 

 

My Favorite Money-Saving App... 

 ñDo your 

homework.  

Know your 

device.   

Then 

develop a 

system that 

works for 

you.ò 
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Ed Day 2015 ~Save the Date!! 
Now, imagine doing it for 

over a hundred of your  

professional peers!  The 

stress is on and we're deter-

mined to make this event 

fantastic.  We have reserved 

the Jepson Alumni Center 

located on the campus of 

the University of           

Richmond, and have      

selected a plethora of 

speakers we think you 

Be sure to mark your calen-

dars for March 14, 2015, for 

your VCRA Education Day.  

This year the board has 

more members than ever 

and they've been busy   

planning for the big day.  If 

you've ever planned a    

holiday get-together, you 

know all the preparation 

and planning that goes into 

making that event perfect.  

would like to hear.  The 

only problem now is     

whittling down the list and 

fit it all into one day!         

More exciting details to 

come so be sure to keep an 

eye on Facebook, our web-

site, your emails and your 

mailbox.  You won't want 

to miss Education Day 

2015! 

March 14, 2015  

 

Jepson Aluumni  

Center  

Richmond, VA  
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